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ABSTRACT

Introduction: Stage classification is an important under-
pinning of management in patients with cancer and rests on
a combination of three components—T for tumor extent, N
for nodal involvement, and M for distant metastases. This
article details the revision of the N and the M components of
thymic epithelial tumors for the ninth edition of the TNM
classification of malignant tumors proposed by the Thymic
Domain of the International Association for the Study of
Lung Cancer Staging and Prognostic Factors Committee.

Methods: The N and M components of the eighth edition
staging system were verified by a large international
collaborative data source through a data-driven analysis. A
total of 9147 cases were included for analysis, including
7662 thymomas, 1345 thymic carcinomas, and 140 neuro-
endocrine thymic tumors.

Results: Lymph node involvement rates were 1.5% in
thymomas and 17.6% and 27.7% in thymic carcinomas and
neuroendocrine thymic tumors, respectively. Rates of lymph
node metastasis were increasingly higher in tumors with
higher T stage and higher-grade histologic type. Survival
analysis validated the differences in the N and M categories
proposed in the eighth edition staging system. Good
discrimination in overall survival was detected among
pathologic (p)N and pM categories in patients with thy-
moma and thymic carcinoma.

Conclusions: No changes are proposed from the eighth
edition for the N and M components. The proposed stage
classification will provide a useful tool for management of
the disease among the global thymic community.

� 2023 International Association for the Study of Lung
Cancer. Published by Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Keywords: Staging; Thymoma; Thymic carcinoma; Lymph
node; Metastasis

Introduction
The major purpose of stage classification for malig-

nant tumors is to provide a common language on the
basis of the anatomical extent of the disease which is
fundamental to patient management. This has been lag-
ging behind in thymic epithelial tumors (TETs) owing to
their rarity, until the first international TNM stage clas-
sification as a universal, clearly defined system, pro-
posed by the Thymic Domain of the Staging and
Prognostic Factors Committee (TD-SPFC) of the Inter-
national Association for the Study of Lung Cancer
(IASLC) and the International Thymic Malignancies In-
terest Group (ITMIG), was accepted worldwide.1 It is a
single system for both thymoma and thymic carcinoma
(TC) and is consistent with the general format of the
eighth edition of the American Joint Committee on Can-
cer (AJCC) and the Union for International Cancer Con-
trol (UICC) stage classification system.

Synchronous to the AJCC-UICC stage revision process,
which takes a 7-year interval, the TD-SPFC has been
working on the ninth edition of the stage classification
system since the release of the eighth edition in 2016.
This process included both data collection from all over
the world and identifying unsolved issues in the use of
the previous staging system.2 Thanks to the substantial
contribution from the international thymic community, a
similarly large number of cases have been collected,
especially with a larger number of patients with lymph
node involvement and/or distant organ metastasis.
These have provided the TD-SPFC N and M sub-
committees a good opportunity to revisit the incidence
of lymph node involvement in different tumor histologic
types and the potential heterogeneity in different pre-
sentations of metastatic disease and their effect on
prognosis. This article reports on the deliberations and
outcomes of this process along with the proposed rec-
ommendations for the N and the M components of TET
for the ninth TNM stage classification of malignant
tumors.

Materials and Methods
A general overview of the database used for this

analysis and the principles guiding the development of a
stage classification system are described in a separate
manuscript.3 In summary, a large international database
including anonymized information from 11,347 patients
with TETs was collected by several regional organiza-
tions (Japanese Association for Research in the Thymus
[JART], Chinese Alliance for Research in Thymoma
[ChART], European Society of Thoracic Surgeons, Korean
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Association for Research in the Thymus, Réseau Tumeurs
THYmiques et Cancer), Spanish Thymic Group, along with
the ITMIG, in addition to contributions from individual
centers in Europe, Australia, the United states, and En-
gland. A total of 9147 cases were assessable for survival
and included for analysis, including 7662 thymomas, 1345
TCs, and 140 neuroendocrine thymic tumors (NETTs). The
IASLC provided infrastructure and funding to allow an
extensive analysis, which was performed by the Cancer
Research And Biostatistics group to develop TNM-based,
data-driven stage classification proposals to inform the
ninth edition of the AJCC-UICC stage classification system.
Owing to the anonymized information used in this study,
informed patient consent was waived. Articles describing
details of data collection, the T component, and the stage
grouping will be provided separately.4,5

The limited amount of detailed data on N and M
categories for the formation of the eighth edition
restricted our ability to assess whether there were sta-
tistically significant differences in the outcomes of
various cohorts. Analysis was based primarily on a visual
separation of survival and recurrence curves, similarities
of the N classification to a consensus-based ITMIG-IASLC
mediastinal thymic node map, similarities of the M
classification to the Masaoka and Masaoka-Koga stage
classification systems, and practical considerations
relative to the conduct of surgery for TET and a
consensus opinion about what was worthwhile to
distinguish.6 Thus, the first effort of the TD-SPFC during
the ninth edition of the TNM classification was to vali-
date the proposals introduced in the eighth stage clas-
sification system with this new, broader set of
international multicenter database. The greater number
of Nþ and Mþ patients now available allows analysis of
survival in each N/M categories and thus a more robust
statistical basis for stage classification. In the T classifi-
cation process, most patients included had relatively
early-stage disease and underwent complete resection.
Because of the relatively indolent nature of thymic tu-
mors, freedom from recurrence (FFR), rather than sur-
vival, was considered a better measure for comparison of
prognosis in early-stage disease. For the N and M cate-
gories, however, patients with Nþ or Mþ tumors are in
advanced stage and would have more survival events. In
addition, few can be rendered disease free, limiting the
utility of FFR in this population. Therefore, the TD-SPFC
decided that overall survival (OS) in the whole popula-
tion with any type of resection (R-any) would be an
appropriate end point for outcome analysis for the N and
M components. Owing to the differences in histologic
types, all analyses were performed separately in both
thymomas and TCs; only select analyses were conducted
for NETTs owing to the small number of patients with
NETT available in the data collected.
Statistical analysis of the data was performed by
Cancer Research And Biostatistics biostatisticians using
the SAS Systems for Windows version 9.4 (SAS Systems,
Cary, NC). OS, FFR was estimated using the method of
Kaplan-Meier, and cumulative incidence of recurrence
was used to account for the competing risk of death. All
outcomes were measured from the date of first inter-
vention and censored at the date of last follow-up. Cox
regression models were used to obtain hazard ratios
(HRs) for OS and FFR.
Results
Analysis of the N Component

Pathologic (p) N (pN) category information (pN0,
pN1, pN2) was available in most patients (6820 of 9147,
74.6%), whereas clinical (c) N (cN) category diagnosis
was mostly missing and identified (cN0, cN1, cN2) in
only a few patients (2317 of 9147, 25.3%)
(Supplementary Table 1). There was a high concordance
between the pN0 and cN0 categories (89.0% and 97.7%
of pathologic N0 status correctly identified clinically for
TC and thymoma, respectively; Supplementary Fig. 1A
and B) mostly because nodal involvement is a relatively
uncommon event in TET. Nevertheless, there was low
concordance between the pNþ and the cNþ patients
(35.9% and 10.0% of pNþ status were correctly iden-
tified clinically for TC and thymoma, respectively;
Supplementary Fig. 1A and B). The data, however, were
limited on patients with both cNþ and pNþ status, as
few patients with cNþ included in the database without
resection had their suspected lymph nodes sampled for
pathologic examination. Among the patients with cNþ
disease, 75.8% of the patients with TC and 85.9% with
those with thymoma had surgical resection versus
94.1% and 98.7%, respectively, in patients with cN0
(Fig. 1A). Unfortunately, for patients with cNþ tumors
who underwent resection of the tumor, N1 and N2 nodes
were sampled in less than 40% and 10% of patients with
cN1 and cN2, respectively, during the operation. On the
basis of these data, there was insufficient sample size on
patients with both cN-category and lymph node sam-
pling data to draw any reliable conclusion on the accu-
racy of cN classification.

Overall lymph node involvement rates were 1.5% in
thymomas, 17.6% in TCs, and 27.7% in NETTs. This is in
line with the previous findings in regional database
retrospective studies from the JART and the ChART.7,8

According to the ITMIG-IASLC lymph node map which
divides nodal involvement into anterior (perithymic, N1)
and deep (N2) categories,9 rate of lymph node involve-
ment in these two regions differs considerably between
different tumor histologic types. Rates of N1 and N2
involvement were 1.1% and 0.4% in thymomas, 8.3%



Figure 1. Surgical resection status by (A) clinical N and (B) pathologic N for thymoma, thymic carcinoma, and NETT. NETT,
neuroendocrine thymic tumor.
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and 9.3% in TCs, and 22.3% and 5.3% in NETTs,
respectively. Far less N2 nodes were sampled during
resection than N1 nodes, the latter of which are readily
retrieved together with a total thymectomy. This is in
accordance with the TD-SPFC survey in which N1
dissection was reported to be carried out in 50% of
thymomas and 66% of TCs, but N2 dissection was only
performed in 21% and 41% thymomas and TCs,
respectively.10 There was an association of higher T
categories with a greater likelihood of nodal involvement
in both thymoma and TCs (p < 0.001). Higher T cate-
gories were associated with overall nodal involvement,
but also specifically associated with nodal involvement
in the N1 region and the N2 region (Supplementary
Table 2). For NETT, there was a trend for increasingly
greater nodal involvement for tumors with higher T
categories. Statistical difference, however, was not
detected among different T categories, as the rate of
lymph node metastasis was already quite high (20.9%)
in T1 NETT tumors.

As presented in Figure 1B there was a higher per-
centage of nonsurgical patients and those undergoing
non-R0 resection in the pNþ categories than in the pN0
category. Therefore, the TD-SPFC decided to focus on OS
in patients regardless of resection status (R-any). Sur-
vival analysis was performed in 2317 patients with both
known cN-category (N0, N1, N2) and survival data,
including 1938 with thymoma, 354 with TC, and 25 with
NETT. OS was generally better in patients with cN0 tu-
mors with R-any, T-any, and M-any than in those with
cNþ. Five-year survival (95% confidence interval [CI])
was 92% (90%–93%) for those with thymoma, 72%
(66%–78%) for those with TC, and 71% (47%–96%) for
those with NETT (Fig. 2A-C). The survival curves could
not be reliably assessed for patients with cN1 or cN2
tumors because of insufficient sample size. For the 6820
patients with both known pN-category (N0, N1, N2) and
survival data, including 5690 with thymomas, 1036 with
TC, and 94 with NETT, there was better discrimination
among different pN categories than among cN categories
(Fig. 3A-C). We had robust enough data to reveal that
patients with nodal involvement, especially N2 disease,
had much worse OS than those without lymph node
metastasis. In patients with TC, OS was significantly
worse for pN1 compared with pN0 (HR ¼ 1.5, 95% CI:
1.1–2.1, p ¼ 0.017) and significantly worse for pN2



Figure 2. Overall survival by clinical N in (A) thymoma, (B) thymic carcinoma, and (C) NETT. NETT, neuroendocrine thymic
tumor.
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compared with pN1 (HR ¼ 1.8, 95% CI: 1.2–2.7, p ¼
0.006). In patients with thymoma, OS was significantly
worse for pN1 compared with pN0 (HR ¼ 2.9, 95% CI:
1.8–4.7, p < 0.001) and numerically worse for pN2
compared with pN1 (HR ¼ 1.1, 95% CI: 0.5–2.5, p ¼
0.85). Nevertheless, there was a very low power to
detect differences with only eight events of a total of 22
patients with pN2 thymomas. The total cases and events
in pNþ cases for patients with NETT were too few for
discrimination. Although multivariable modeling
reduced the available sample size owing to covariate
data availability, results were generally similar when
adjusting for age, sex, region, performance status, and
surgical resection status (Supplementary Table 3). A
similar OS analysis was performed in R-any and T-any
but M0 only, but there was a less clear discrimination
among the different N categories, because of even fewer
assessable Nþ cases. Our results, therefore, confirm the
separation of N0, N1, and N2 categories of the eighth
edition of the classification system.6 On the basis of these
findings, the TD-SPFC found that there was support for
the eighth edition N categories without any change for
the ninth TNM (Table 1).

Analysis of the M Component
Basis of the Eighth Edition Descriptors. Metastases
from thymic tumors are historically separated into the
following three categories: M0 if there are no metastatic
sites, M1a if there are pleural or pericardial nodules
separate from the primary tumor mass, and M1b if there



Figure 3. Overall survival by pathologic N in (A) thymoma, (B) thymic carcinoma, and (C) NETT. NETT, neuroendocrine thymic
tumor.
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are pulmonary intraparenchymal nodules and/or
distant (extrathoracic) metastases. This classification
originated from the Masaoka-Koga staging system11,12
Table 1. Proposals for the N and the M Components for the
Ninth Edition of the TNM Classification

Descriptors Definition (Involvement of)

N0 No nodal involvement
N1 Anterior (perithymic) nodes
N2 Deep intrathoracic or cervical nodes
M0 No metastatic pleural, pericardial, or distant sites
M1
a Separate pleural or pericardial nodule(s)
b Pulmonary intraparenchymal nodule or distant

organ metastasis

Note: Involvement must be pathologically proven in pathologic staging.
that was further clarified by ITMIG.13 For M1a,
pleural or pericardial tumor nodules may be located on
the visceral or parietal pleura or the pericardial
or epicardial surfaces. This differs from direct extension
of a TET to the pericardium or pleura without separate
nodules which is then classified as T3 disease which is
stage III. The M1b category includes the following: (1)
pulmonary nodules that are in the lung, with a rim of
normal lung between the nodule and the pleural sur-
face; (2) any extrathoracic metastatic lesion; and (3)
any nonregional lymph nodes (e.g., high neck, retro-
crural, axillary, or extrathoracic lymph nodes). The
clinical management of patients in these two groups
usually differs14,15; patients with M1a tumors may be
considered for surgical resection of the primary tumor
and pleural lesions, whereas those with M1b tumors
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are more likely to be directed to systemic therapies
with limited room for local treatment.

The eighth edition of the TNM classification further
reinforced these M1a and M1b categories.6 On the basis
of a cohort of 753 patients with metastatic TET, the
findings were the following: (1) OS among N0 R-any
patients was better for patients with M1a than for M1b
tumors (5-y survival 71% and 56%, respectively),
although the difference was not statistically significant
(p ¼ N.S.); (2) overall rates of death were worse among
patients with N0,1 M1b tumors than among those with N0
M1a tumors (45% versus 31%). Finally, the decision to
maintain the M1a and M1b categories for this first TNM
was also based on a visual impression that the outcome
curves were different for M1a and M1b. Ultimately, in the
eighth edition database, there were too few patients to
analyze further differences in the outcomes of patients
with pleural versus pericardial versus lung metastases.
Most patients with M1b tumors had pulmonary nodules,
given the surgical orientation of the data set.

Description of the M Component Data. Most patients
had pathologic-stage information; data on cM0, cM1a,
Figure 4. Surgical resection status by (A) clinical M and (B) pa
neuroendocrine thymic tumor.
and cM1b categories were available for 24.7% of thy-
moma and 25.9% TC cases, respectively (Supplementary
Table 1). Surgical resection status by cM and pM for
thymoma, TC and NETT is shown in Figure 4A and B.
Surgical resection was undertaken in only 51.0% and
69.1% of patients with cM1a and M1b TC and thymoma
versus 97.0% and 99.6% in patients with cM0 tumors,
respectively (Fig. 4A). The limited number of resected
M1 cases, together with the high proportion of M0 cases,
affected the correlation analyses between cM and pM.
The correlation was not high between pM category and
the cM categories. Pathologic M1a was correctly identi-
fied clinically in 76% of thymoma and 53% of TC; pM1b
was correctly identified in 14% of thymoma and 33% of
TC (Supplementary Fig. 2A and B)

M Component Analysis. Owing to sparse data, there
was limited power to conduct analyses of OS by cM
(Fig. 5A-C). OS curves separated well for pM categories in
patients with TC and for pM0 and pM1a in patients with
thymoma; there were limited sample sizes for NETT
(Fig. 6A-C). For both FFR and cumulative incidence of
recurrence, pM0 separated well from pM1a and pM1b in
thologic M for thymoma, thymic carcinoma, and NETT. NETT,



Figure 5. Overall survival by clinical M in (A) thymoma, (B) thymic carcinoma, and (C) NETT. NETT, neuroendocrine thymic
tumor.
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patients with TC and thymoma (Supplementary Fig. 3A-
D). At multivariate analysis, in patients with TC, although
OS was not significantly worse for pM1a than for pM0
(HR ¼ 1.35, 95% CI: 0.91–2.00, p ¼ 0.133) or for pM1b
than for pM1a (HR ¼ 1.68, 95% CI: 0.99–2.86, p ¼
0.053), FFR was significantly worse for pM1a than for
pM0 (HR ¼ 2.63, 95% CI: 1.33–5.26, p ¼ 0.004)
(Supplementary Table 4). In patients with thymoma, OS
and FFR were significantly worse for pM1a than for pM0
(HR ¼ 3.23, 95% CI: 2.38–4.55, p < 0.001 and HR ¼
14.30, 95% CI: 9.09–43.00, p < 0.001). Data were too
sparse to make meaningful comparisons of recurrence in
patients with pM1b tumors, as there were only three and
nine patients with pM1b, respectively, with recurrence
data for TC and thymoma. Analysis of specific M de-
scriptors was hampered by the limited granularity of the
available data. In patients with thymoma, there was no
difference in OS or FFR by pM1a descriptors, pleural
nodule, pericardial nodule, or both, or pM1b descriptors,
lung lesion, non-lung lesion, or both. In the patients with
TC, there was a tendency toward longer OS in patients
with pM1a pleural nodules versus pericardial nodules or
both and no OS difference in patients with pM1b lung
versus non-lung metastases. The committee concluded
that the eighth edition M categories were validated by
the ninth edition data. Strict statistical validation in each



Figure 6. Overall survival by pathologic M in (A) thymoma, (B) thymic carcinoma, and (C) NETT. NETT, neuroendocrine thymic
tumor.
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thymic tumor type was not always possible owing to
sample size. These conclusions held up in adjusted an-
alyses as well. Further investigations of specific M de-
scriptors were not possible in a robust manner owing to
limited granularity of the available data. Nevertheless,
there was no clear evidence that the existing descriptors
were inappropriate (Table 1).

Discussion
Development of a uniform stage classification system

is a major prerequisite for progress in treatment, partic-
ularly in an uncommon disease such as TET. The lack of
an official stage classification has been an impediment for
TET, until the eighth edition TNM classification in which
the first internationally recognized TNM classification for
TET was introduced on the basis of the analyses of an
international database developed by IASLC and ITMIG.1

Nevertheless, unsolved issues remained with the eighth
edition of the stage classification system as there were not
enough data available, rendering limited statistical power
to rely on analysis outcomes only. With a larger number
of patients with advanced disease of Nþ and/or Mþ
contributed to the database for the revision toward the
ninth edition, survival differences were validated across
the N and the M categories proposed in the eighth edition.
Although there have been relatively more data collected,
problems in further refinement of the N and M de-
scriptors still remained because of insufficient number of
events. The TD-SPFC thus decided to retain the classifi-
cation of TETs as it is in the eighth edition of the TNM
classification of malignant tumors, without making any
change to the N or M classifications.
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Clinically, there is a need for a cN classification to
compare management strategies and outcomes, espe-
cially in nonsurgical patients. Theoretically, there would
be a higher percentage of nodal involvement in
nonsurgical patients who often have more advanced
disease. Unfortunately, few patients suspected to have
cNþ disease had their lymph nodes sampled in the data
collected. Therefore, the ninth edition analysis focused
on pN status for tumor classification. During the process
that led to the classification proposed for the eighth
edition TNM, OS among patients with R-any status was
found to be better for the N1 than for the N2 category.
With less than 100 patients with Nþ, however, the dif-
ferences did not reach statistical significance. In recent
years, there have been increasing reports revealing the
association between lymph node status and survival in
patients with TETs. By studying the Surveillance,
Epidemiology, and End Results database, Weksler
et al.16,17 found that the presence of nodal metastases
had significant, independent, adverse impact on survival
in patients with either thymoma or TC including NETT. A
ChART multicenter retrospective database study also
found a similar association between nodal status and
survival outcomes in patients with TET, which was
echoed by another JART database analysis.7,8 In the
process toward the ninth edition TNM, worse survival
outcomes were found with increasing pN-category in
patients with both thymoma and TC. In addition, with
nearly 300 Nþ cases, statistically significant differences
were detected among pN0, pN1, and pN2 diseases in
patients with TC and among pN0 and pN1 in those with
thymoma. The results were similar when adjusted for
patient characteristics and surgical resection status by
multivariate analysis. It is for the first time that a step-
wise worsening of survival with increasing N category
was proven by a data-driven process.

In the ITMIG-IASLC consensus-based node map,
prevascular (anterior) mediastinal node and low ante-
rior cervical perithymic metastasis is designated as N1,
whereas other neck and deep mediastinal nodal
involvement is classified as N2.18 This was based on the
following three considerations9: The “speculation” that
N1 nodes signify less advanced disease because they are
closer to the thymus than N2; a “practical” reason to
separate the anterior and deep regions as N1 nodes are
already included in the thymectomy specimen whereas
harvesting N2 nodes would require an extra effort; and
whether there would be “available” data to reveal a
distinction in outcomes among different N categories.
Although survival among different pN categories was
generally well separated in the analyses of the ninth
edition database, there is still a paucity of detailed in-
formation on nodal groups sampled during the opera-
tion. Significant differences in OS between patients with
pN0 and pN1 were still found in multivariate analysis,
but not between pN1 and pN2, owing to further reduced
sample size and events. The sole prospective observa-
tional study in patients with TET revealed that the rate
of lymph node metastasis could almost double with
intentional nodal sampling.19 Rates of lymph node
metastasis in the two Surveillance, Epidemiology, and
End Results database analyses were much higher than
the results from other regional retrospective database
studies,16,17 probably because only patients with a
certain number of lymph nodes harvested were included
in the former. To stage lymph nodes accurately, ITMIG
has proposed that prevascular mediastinal nodes be
routinely removed along with the thymus and encour-
aged a systematic sampling of deep nodes in TCs, or
thymomas with invasion of neighboring structures.20 In
the database for the ninth edition, the rate of lymph node
involvement was much higher in TC than in thymomas.
Lymph node metastasis was an early event in patients
with NETT, similar to the findings in previous multi-
center studies.21 N status was also found to be signifi-
cantly associated with T category, echoing the previous
findings that increasing lymphatic involvement was ex-
pected with extension of the primary tumor. In the
prospective observational study mentioned previously,
the risk of lymph node metastasis could be clearly
discriminated by combination of histologic tumor type
and T category.19 These findings further support the
ITMIG recommendation on more attention to lymph
node harvesting during resection, especially in those
tumors with a higher histologic grade and/or those with
local invasion. This would be important for curative
removal of disease and for providing more granular in-
formation for future stage revisions.

With regard to the M component, the TD-SPFC M-
Subcommittee for the ninth edition had established a
road map of analyses that would be conducted to refine
these descriptors.2 A first plan was to describe the
subgroups available with regard to the following: (1) the
number of patients with M1a/M1b disease in thymoma
versus TC versus NETT; (2) sites of metastases, that is,
pleural or pericardial for M1a and pulmonary, nodal, or
extrathoracic for M1b; (3) number of metastatic sites,
that is, number of pleural implants for M1a and number
of distant sites for M1b; and (4) information about def-
inite/local treatment versus systemic therapy only and
resection status in operated cases. One additional
objective was to revisit the correlation between clinical
and pathologic staging. The M-component Subcommittee
estimates that cTNM is needed to further assess the
patient outcomes in the setting of metastatic disease not
amenable to resection and stratify patients receiving
exclusive systemic therapies. Finally, one additional
question was to define the best end points for analyzing
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patient outcomes; in the setting of metastatic disease,
disease progression may be hard to assess in a retro-
spective manner, as time interval between imaging may
be diverse depending on the follow-up recommenda-
tions14,15; therefore, OS is a stronger end point.

We expected to conduct these analyses in thymoma
and TC separately, which was ultimately done; one key
consideration is that metastatic disease at diagnosis is
far more frequent in TC than in thymomas. Meanwhile,
we understand that distinguishing the two entities in the
setting of aggressive, high-grade, metastatic disease may
be challenging. From the analyses of the eighth edition
database, the risk of recurrence was comparable in the
two histologic types for patients with M1a/M1b.6 The
SPFC-TD pointed out very early in the revision process
that there was an urgent need to collect more advanced
cases for the ninth edition. In this respect, the contri-
bution of databases including advanced cases (e.g.,
Réseau Tumeurs THYmiques et Cancer, ChART, Korean
Association for Research in the Thymus) was
instrumental.

A key recommendation is to collect additional vari-
ables for the M component in existing and ongoing da-
tabases to further decipher the diversity of metastatic
disease in TET; this should include the number and
side—left or right—of pleural/pericardial implants and
treatment in M1a cases, number of lesions and site of
distant metastases, and delivery of local treatment for
M1b cases. Indeed, the TD-SPFC M-Subcommittee sug-
gests, based on improved outcomes after complete
resection of recurrence,22–24 that patients with single
pleural implant amenable to surgical resection have a
better outcome than patients with multiple implants or
carcinomatosis, even if these may be eligible for pleuro-
pneumonectomy or intrapleural chemo-hyperther-
mia.25,26 Similarly, patients with oligometastatic disease
in the lung or at distant sites are believed to have a
better OS than patients with multiple metastases, as
these may be eligible to local ablative therapies. In
addition, this information will be related to clinical TNM
more than pathologic TNM, as most metastatic sites are
not confirmed pathologically in routine practice. We then
expect to collect more data for the clinical/pathologic
correlation analyses. Ultimately, the subsequent M-
component classification would include additional de-
scriptors, such as what has been proposed so far for lung
cancer: one example could be M1a for single metastasis
or implant, M1b for multiple implants, homolateral, M1c
for multiple implants, bilateral, or multiple distant le-
sions. This may also affect stage grouping as M1a thymic
tumor with a single, resected pleural implant may have a
better outcome than unresected T3/T4N0M0 tumors.

In conclusion, the proposals made to the UICC-AJCC
are that the categories and descriptors for the N and M
components of the classification of TET for the ninth
edition TNM remain unchanged from the eighth edition
system. The analyses of data for the ninth edition veri-
fied the survival differences in different N/M categories
proposed in the eighth edition. Furthermore, for the first
time, this data-driven process saw statistical significant
differences that were underpowered in the eighth edi-
tion. Therefore, it is recommended that the IASLC TNM
classification should be used in the management and
studies for TET in the future. More efforts should be
called for in future data collection, especially on lymph
node examination and on nonsurgical patients with
advanced disease, so that more detailed stratification
among different nodal groups or sites of distant metas-
tasis could be possible in future renditions of TNM stage
classification.
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Department of Thoracic Surgery, Istanbul, Turkey; E.
Mercadante, Istituto Nazionale Tumori IRCCS “Fonda-
zione G. Pascale,” Thoracic Surgery, Naples, Italy; Jorda-
novac, University Hospital Centre Zagreb, Department of
Thoracic Surgery, Zagreb, Croatia; M. Esch, Klinik für
Thoraxchirurgie, Delme Klinikum Delmenhorst, Del-
menhorst, Germany; Klinik für Thoraxchirurgie, Kant-
onsspital St. Gallen, Rorschacher, Switzerland; J. Bauer,
Medical University of Vienna, Department of Thoracic
Surgery, Vienna, Austria; A. Ghimessy, National Institute
of Oncology, Department of Thoracic Surgery, Budapest,
Hungary; A. Kocsis, National Korányi Institute of Pul-
monology, Department of Thoracic Surgery, Budapest,
Hungary; P. Thomas, North University Hospital, Aix-
Marseille University & Assistance Publique – Hôpitaux
de Marseille, France; V. Barmin, P. Hertsen Moscow
Oncology Research Institute - Branch of the National
Medical Research Radiological Centre of the Ministry of
Health of the Russian Federation, Moscow, Russia; T.
Molnár, Petz Aladár Teaching Hospital, Department of
General Surgery, Gy}or, Hungary; F. Venuta, Policlinico
Umberto I, University of Rome Sapienza, Roma, Italy; I.
Bravio, Portuguese Institute of Oncology Francisco Gen-
til, Lisbon; N. Moreno-Mata, Ramón y Cajal University
Hospital, Madrid, Spain; F. Londero, S. Maria della Mis-
ericordia University Hospital, Udine, Italy; A. C. Agrafio-
tis, Saint-Pierre University Hospital, Brussels, Belgium; T.
Gómez-Hernández, Salamanca University Hospital,
Thoracic Surgery Service, Salamanca, Spain; S. Marcan-
tonio Camargo, Santa Casa de Misericórdia de Porto
Alegre, Porto Alegre, Brazil; F. Rényi-Vámos, Semmel-
weis University, Department of Thoracic Surgery, Buda-
pest, Hungary; C. Atinkaya Baytemir, Süreyyapaşa
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