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Innovation Ability of Small Firms
in Turkish Industrial Clusters:
Ankara-Ivedik Industrial Region Case

Ozlem Ozkanli and Erdal Akdeve

search and development activities (R&D) of small firms forming
inovation have to be improved because of the insufficiency of finan- .
el technical, and human resources. Innovation ability, which would
fually support firm activity, is uncommon by small firms. This fact

ently causes a disadvantage for the small firms to compete in
Piiparison with middle and large-scale firms. However, the disad-
fiiaged situation of small firms arising from their economies of scale

!
4

g be converted to an advantageous situation by forming a network of
iRanizations in clusters. According to the literature reviewed, small
fms within clusters improve in the field of innovation by intensity
Ecommunication and interaction, relative ease of information flow,
foility of creating collective learning effects, and mutual budget for
B&D studies. This study examines the existence of this interaction
fong firms, as in the case of Ankara-Ivedik Organized Industrial '-
District by a survey depending upon questionnaire information. .

}

IJ Introduction

L

{
foday, competition has become much more dynamic. Global procure- !
il business activities can compensate the disadvantages brought i
the costs of factors of production, whereby the age-old idea of
impetitive capacity loses its importance (Arndt and Sternberg
0.
'uring the last decades, regional concentration and competitive-
55 of small firms became important topics of discussion on how to !
Brelop the competitive ability of small firms, whereby large firms

dogan (ed.). Innovation Policies, Business Creation and Economic Developmen,
tional Studies in Entreprencurship 21, DOI 10.1007/978-0-387-79976-6_10,
nger Science+Business Media, LLC 2009
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